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Change of Mailing Address 
Should y our mailing address change, please notify :  

MHP, Inc., P.O. Box 321, Harvey , ND, 58341,  
 Help MHP, Inc. save on return postage charges. Thank y ou kindly ! 

 

manfrednd.org 
Enjoy  visiting Manfred’s web site: manfrednd.org 

Tabs of special interest: Biography , Business, Newsletter 

 

 
 

    A warm welcome to The New Manfred Ne ws ! 
 

Manfred Newsletter 
 

Thank you for your 
newsletter subscriptions! 

81 new or renewing 
subscriptions have been 

received since the 
previous issue! 

 

From Wanda Melchert, Museum Director: 
MHP, Inc. Leads the Way 

       In this seventh year since the founding of Manfred History and Preservation, 
Inc. (MHP, Inc.), much has been accomplished for the benefit  of Manfred, 
made possible through your volunteer work and contributions, both monetary 
and historic!  (See Page 2 and below)  Did you know that the remarkable work of 
MHP, Inc. has become a beacon of hope and inspiration for other communities 
and organizations?  Bless each and every one of you for your part in this! 
 

      MHP, Inc. is doing a superb job in its many areas of responsibility. Some  
of these areas include: restoration work, grant writing, development and staffing 
of the Melby/Rogness House, cataloging the museum collections, exhibit  
development, beautification of yards under its care, encouraging other groups  
and individuals in restoration of their buildings and much more, as well as, 
producing the manfrednd.org web site and this Manfred Newsletter.  For this 
issue, what a pleasure it  is to feature the Juel and Guri Ranum Family history. 
 

Preservation North Dakota Affiliates Join in the Mission  
       Part of MHP, Inc.’s mission and vision is to encourage restoration  
of Manfred’s historic structures.  Residents and other Manfred non-profit  
organizations have taken on joining in this mission.  In the panel to the right, 
Manfred non-profits that are affiliates of Preservation North Dakota (PND) 
are listed followed by contributions that have been made to them.  Anyone  
is most welcome to contribute to these organizations if they wish.   
 

       Here is how to proceed in making contributions to these PND affiliates:  
Send checks to the Manfred affiliates’ addresses as listed in the panel at right.  
For those who wish tax deduction, make out the checks to Preservation North 
Dakota indicating the name of the Manfred affiliate on the ‘Memo’ line.   
If tax deduction is not needed, the check is made out to the Manfred affiliate. 
 

Historic Contributions for the Manfred Heritage Museum 
       Contributions of archival and artifact items relating to Manfred continue to be 
donated to the Manfred Heritage Museum. Here are some of the donations of late: 
Clara Hedahl and Marie (Pekin) Fehr Diaries.  O & M Elevator glassware from 
Kathy Holte.  Bryce Stribel autobiography.   Sam Rogness typewriter from Pam 
Norstedt.  School textbooks for Manfred School from Teresa (Fandrich) Davis.  
Telephone from Astrid Ongstad, completion of assembling by Pete Anderson.  Old 
school desk from Pam Norstedt.  Rod Iron bed from Wanda Melchert that Wesley 
and Esther Boese refurbished now located upstairs in the bedroom.  Laverne 
Johnson’s Manfred teacher’s desk and chair.  A handmade rocker given by Wanda 
Melchert that was found in the Hotel Johnson.  Ringer washer and tub from Brenda 
Skalet.  A Manfred barber pole from the Hotel Johnson given by Jason Gessele.  
 

Affiliates of Preservation North Dakota 
 

Johnson-Ostrem Preservation Fund 
Founded in 2003 for the Johnson-Jacobson-Ostrem 
House, Garage, and Privy.  Exterior of house has 
been restored.  Plan next to restore interior, and 
also garage and privy.  Mail contributions to:   
            Johnson-Ostrem Preservation Fund 
            130 S Lake Ave, #8  
            Manfred, ND 58341 
Contributions: 
Christine Anderson 
Rod Anderson 
Bill and Sandra Krebs 
Arnt and Phyllis Ostrem  
Donald and Jill Osborn 
Judy Pohl 
Darlene and William Quenette 
Robert and Joy Sheedy 
Donations in memory of Bob Anderson by  
    people of Manfred were given to this fund  
 

Melby Heritage Society 
Founded in 2005 for the Olaf and Lena Anderson 
House, Hotel Johnson and privy, Bank-Post Office, 
and Cash Store.  Current project is to restore the 
exteriors of the Anderson House and Hotel 
Johnson structures.  Mail contributions to:  
             Melby Heritage Society  
             130 S. Lake Ave, #8 
             Manfred, ND 58341 
Contributions: 
Muriel Boyum 
Laverne Johnson and Gwyn Herman 
Richard and Wanda Melchert 
Merlin and Laurie Schwartz 
Irene Skogmo 
 

Rural Vestige Alliance (RVA) 
Founded in 2005 to facilitate historic properties in 
Manfred. Properties under RVA’s care include the 
Manfred School, Rogne-Soderback-Solheim House, 
and the lot south of the hotel.  Contributions have 
aided in the purchase of property.  P lans are in 
process.  Mail contributions to:  
             Rural Vestige Alliance 
             1026 S 3rd #3 
             Bismarck, ND 58504 
Contributions: 
Jim and Judy Abbey  
Marvin and June Biever  
Francis Fehr 
Laverne Johnson and Gwyn Herman 
David and Carol Langseth  
Floyd Lindbo 
Elsie Martinson, Doris and Donna P iercy  
     in memory of Myrtle Rogness 
Orvin and Pat Ongstad 
Dennis Opdahl 
Harold and Phyllis Pantsari  
Betty and DeLaine Pepple 
Roger and Bobbi Rogelstad  
Doris and Arlyn Rudel  
Floyd and Barbara Simmons  
Myron and Virginia Soiseth 
Audrey Solheim 
Dorothy and Jerry Stansberry  
Arlene and Eugene Triebold  
Dean and Alicia Vorland  
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With the continuing help of supporters, Manfred 
is growing toward i ts exciting mission to help tell 
the story of rural North Dakota. In grateful thanks! 

    

General Fund 
Contributions to the General Fund are vital for the current 
work of MHP, Inc. The projects are advancing with this help! 

 

Ronald and Shelly Aadnes in memory  
    of Gilbert and Beatrice Gullickson 
Joanne Adams 
Loren and Kathy Alveshere 
Christine Anderson 
Donald A. and Fran Anderson 
Orren and Karen Anderson 
Peter and Rose Anderson 
Rod Anderson 
Jeff and Mary Bermann 
Gerry and Karen Beutler 
Norman and Diane Boese 
Joe Bolyard 
Muriel Boyum 
Barbara Bullis  
    in memory of Erin Calloway 
Manfred and Margie Deutsch 
Orville and Rita Dovre 
Ivan and Peggy Gandrud in memory  
    of Peggy’s father Lawrence Wagner 
Hertz Funeral Home 
Ralph and Judith Hoffrenning 
Charles Houtkooper 
John A. Johnson 
Russell and Judy Johnson 
Genevieve Keson 
DC and Kathy Lawter 
Floyd Lindbo 
Doris Gladheim Lippelgoos 
Elsie Martinson 
Eileen W. Mead 
Gene and Betty Melby 
Grace Melby 
Wesley and Alice Michelson 
Curtis and Jean Mortenson 
Jean Narksompong 
National Bank of Harvey 
Audrey Nelson in memory  
    of George and Alma Nelson 
Marian Nicholson 
Orvin and Pat Ongstad 
Harold and Phyllis Pantsari 
Verna Pederson 
Debbi Peterson 
Jean L. Peterson 
Wilbur and Mary Peterson 
Ed and Marlys Piatz 
Karen Ravnaas in memory of Alma and  
    Oliver Ravnaas and Ingvald and Olida 
Ravnaas 
Keith Ranum 
Arlene Rittmiller 
 

 
 

The New Manfred News 
A quarterly  newsletter published by  

Manfred History  and Preservation, Inc. (MHP, Inc.) 
P.O. Box 321, Harvey , ND 58341. 

 

Subscription rate is $10 per y ear. 
News and history  items are most welcome! 

Editor: Wanda Melchert, wrmelchert@westriv.com
Historian: Audrey  Solheim, administrator@manfrednd.org 
 

 

Manfred History and Preservation, Inc. 
(MHP, Inc.) 

‘A Settler’s Village Celebrating Rural America’ 
A 501(c)(3) non-profit organization founded July  25, 
2000.  Its mission is to compile and share the 
history  of Manfred, North Dakota and its traditional 
trade area, and to encourage community pride and 
restoration of its historic structures.  

Website: www.manfrednd.org 
 

Manfred Heritage Museum 
     An educational entity  of MHP, Inc. and of  
the Manfred community  dedicated July  26, 2003. 
Its purpose is to provide present and future 
generations the opportunity  to learn about important 
contributions that rural places such as Manfred 
have given to North Dakota and to America. 
 

Museum Hours 
May  15 through October 15: Tues-Sat 10-4 

Summer 701-547-2564 
Winter 701-547-3123, 701-324-2091, 701-324-2027 

 

 

The success of Manfred History and 
Preservation, Inc. is made possible through: 

 

1. Volunteers 
    Four Divisions have been established where people 
are invited to volunteer in their areas of interest: 
 

*CORPORATE – Compiling the history, Grant writing 
*MUSEUM –Cataloging the collections 
*BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS – Care of Manfred 
*EDUCATION – Developing exhibits and programs
 

2. Financial Contributions 
     Financial contributions are vital to the work of 
MHP, Inc.  Ideas for giving include - 
 

*GENERAL FUND for current expenses 
*DESIGNATED GIFT 
*ENDOWMENT FUND for Manfred’s future 
Consider including MHP, Inc. in y our Estate Plans. 
 

Federal Tax ID# on record 
State of ND Solicitation #4111 

 

3. Historical Contributions 
    At the core of the projects is the history of Manfred 
and its traditional trade area.  Historical materials are 
welcome to help tell Manfred’s story  such as: 
*ARTIFACTS – Historical items 
*ARCHIVAL MATERIALS – Histories, Documents 
*GENEALOGIES – and other historic materials 
 

 

Board of Directors 
Audrey  Solheim, President 

Laverne Johnson, Vice President 
Esther Boese, Secretary  
Ruth Widiger, Treasurer 

Wanda Melchert, Museum Director 
Rose Anderson, Pete Anderson,  
Verna Bowers, Herbert Ongstad 

 
MHP, Inc., dedicated to education and the well 

being of rural America, is a member of the Harvey  
Chamber of Commerce and Preservation North 

Dakota, and also partners with the Wells County  
Historical Society , State Historical Society  of 

North Dakota and other historical groups. 
 

General Fund, cont. 
 

Olive Rodne 
Patricia Rodne, Dean and Debbie and family,  
    Wade and Tina and family, Leanne and  
     Mark and family in memory of Orville Rodne 
Willajean Rogelstad 
Glen and Arlene Rudel 
Rolene Schliesman 
Fred Schmidt 
Mark Schmitz 
Merlin and Laurie Schwartz 
DeeAnn and Trygve Skolness 
Margaret Sprague 
Willys and Violet Sprenger 
Jerry and Dorothy Stansberry 
Nancy Stigelmayer 
Robert and Bonnie Swanson 
Lei f and Katherine Thorson 
Ted and Margaret Thorson 
Emmett Turner 
Bryan and Jane Uggerud 
Dean and Alicia Vorland 
Robert and Margaret Walz 
Ronald P. Widiger 
 
 

Endowment Fund 
An everlasting fund providing for the future 

Orren and Karen Anderson 
Kermit and Florence Alveshere 
Muriel Boyum 
Richard and Wanda Melchert in memory 
    of Phyllis Ritzke and Adrian Estvold 
Richard and Wanda Melchert in memory 
    of Olav Hegge of Norway, relative to  
    Bertha (Nordtorp) Melby family 
Audrey Nelson in memory  
    of George and Alma Nelson 
Harold and Phyllis Pantsari 
Wilbur and Mary Peterson 

 

In Memory 
 

Phyllis Pfundheller Ritzke 
1922 – May 2007 

Granddaughter of Ole and Guri Ranum 
Daughter of Glady s Ranum Pfundheller 

 

Gudrun Berg 
January 23, 1911 

Longtime resident of Manfred and Heimdal area 
 

Archie Solberg 
April 30, 1935 – August 12, 2007 

Lifelong farmer northeast of Manfred 
 

Alma Nelson 
May 27, 1912 – September 4, 2007 

Daughter of Ole and Dorthea (Braaten) Skaar 
 

Adrian Estvold 
July 25, 1926 – October 16, 2007 

Husband of Lois Pfundheller Estvold 
Lois is a granddaughter of Ole and Guri Ranum 

Daughter of Glady s Ranum Pfundheller 
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Juel and Guri Ranum Family History 
  

In Norway 
 

       “The Ranum name is not so unusual in America, so it 

seems,” writes Elaine Nelson Homan, a great great grand-

daughter of Juel and Guri Ranum.  “In Norway, there are 

several fylkes (counties) with farms by the name of Ranum 

(and variant spellings) and no doubt, members of these families 

also immigrated to America. There is no evidence of relation-

ship other than the similarity of names.  There is evidence 

that a Ranum fought in the US Civil War and the surname 

Ranum is found in many cities.  But this story is about the 

early Manfred pioneer, Juel Ranum, his wife Guri Melby and 

their only child, Ole Juelson Ranum and his descendants.”   
 

        Juel (Juul) Olsen/Oleson Stokkebryn Ranum, born July 2, 

1835 at Stokkebryn, Nord Aurdal in Valdres, Norway, was 

the youngest of 10 children born to Ole Olsen Stokkebryn 

Ranum (b.1787), and Ingri Gundersdotter Bjorgum.  Elaine 

Homan wrote “The Ranum farm must have been a large one 

because the 1801 Norwegian Census lists over 80 people 

who lived on this farm in different family groups or single 

workers.  Juel’s father, Ole, became the head of this farm.”   
 

        In 1858 at Rogne, Ostre Slidre (now spelled Øystre 

Slidre), Juel married Guri Gulbrandsdotter Melby, born 

January 21, 1841 at Rogne, Øystre Slidre in Valdres, 

Norway.  Their son Ole Juelson was born September 10, 

1858 at Ranum in Stokkebryn, Nord Aurdal.   
 

         Elaine Homan relates that by the time of the 1865 

census, the Ranum farm appears to have been subdivided 

with Juel’s eldest brother Ole Oleson/Olson Ranum (b.1811) 

being the head of the Ranum/Stokkebryn farm.  That census 

indicates that, at that time, Juel, Guri and their 7-year old son 

were living at the nearby farm of Naes (Ovre).   
 

Coming to America 
 

         In her research, Elaine Homan found that according to 

the 1900, 1910, and 1920 US Census, Juel and Guri, together 

with their son Ole then 11 years old, immigrated to America 

in 1870.  John and Julia became their Americanized names.   
 

         Juel and Guri lived first in Winona County, MN for 

four years, then three years in Northfield, MN after which 

they took a homestead in Lyon County, MN near Ghent and 

later lived at Cottonwood.  They then settled at Manfred, ND 

in 1909 and were members of Vang Lutheran Church. Member 

Adolph Shirley recalled Juel and Knud Melby sitting together 

on the men’s side for services every Sunday.  Juel died July 6, 

1916 and Guri died July 17, 1933, both passing at Manfred 

and are buried in Vang Church Cemetery, Manfred, ND. 

           Juel O. Ranum               Guri G. Melby Ranum 

              1835-1916                            1841-1933 
 

 
 

Juel and Guri Ranum on the occasion 

of their son Ole’s wedding at Minneota, MN in 1885 

 

 
 

Juel and Guri Ranum at home in Manfred across from the school 
 

Herbert Ongstad recalls, when he and the Langseth children 

would be playing together outside in Manfred, that Guri Ranum 

would give them peppermint candy – around 1914 

 

 
 

                                                             

                                                                  Juel and Guri Ranum  

                                                            were born in the region  

                                                            of Valdres, Norway  

 

                                                                     Guri was born  

                                                                         in Øystre Slidre, 

                                                                                    Valdres 
 

 

Juel and son Ole  

      were both born in  

              Nord Aurdal,  

                        Valdres 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   Location of Valdres  

       in the country of Norway 
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         Ole Juelson Ranum was born September 10, 1858 in Stokkebryn, 

North Aurdal, Valdres, Norway to Juel (John) Olson Ranum and Guri 

(Julia) Gulbrandsdotter Melby.  Ole came to the USA in 1870 with his 

parents, settling in southwestern Minnesota.  

         Records show that Ole was included on a list of students in the class 

of 1875-1876 at St. Olaf’s Academy of Northfield, MN.  He experienced 

quite a day September 6, 1876, just four days before his 18th birthday.   

The James Gang consisting of Frank and Jesse James, 3 Youngers brothers 

and three others attempted to rob the First National Bank of Northfield.  

During the shootout, the bank teller, a bystander and a gang member were 

killed.  Ole dove into a rain barrel.  A few days later the 3 Youngers were 

captured, two gang members killed, with Frank and Jesse James escaping. 

         In 1884, Ole took over the farming operation of his parents at Ghent 

in Lyon County, MN. That same year, Ole met Guri Melby when she and  

her parents and siblings were traveling through Lyon County in the process  

of moving from southwestern Minnesota to North Dakota.  They had stopped 

to visit Guri’s aunt and family who lived in Lyon County. On May 30, 1885 

at Minneota, MN, Ole and Guri were united in marriage. Guri was born 

February 17, 1862 at Rogne, Valdres, Norway to Knud Olson (Røe) Melby 

and Guri Kristensdotter Melby.  The Melbys moved to America in 1881. 
(See the Manfred Newsletter, December 2004 issue)  

         All of Ole and Guri’s children were born to them while they lived   

in Minnesota: George in 1886, (Konrad) Oscar in 1887, and Emil in 1890 

were born at Minneota; Ida in 1892 and Clara in 1894 were born at 

Cottonwood, but sadly Ida died in 1895 when she was only three years old; 

Gladys was born in 1899 at Madison.   

         Elaine Homan said of those years, “Ole must have worked in grain 

elevators and/or stores as he corresponded on several occasions about 

various business details.  An ink blotter book that Ole and his father Juel 

used still survives and though most of the ink has faded, some parts such 

as dates and locations and goods are still visible.  This book has dates from 

1879 to about 1889.  Both men had excellent handwriting and wrote both 

in English and Norwegian.  It is also a good indicator that farming was not 

the only enterprise that interested the 2 men since there are letters sent to 

supply companies on behalf of grain elevators and hardware/general stores.” 

         When the family came to ND in 1900, they located first at Voltaire, 

ND where Ole helped establish the post office in January 1901 and served 

as its first postmaster for five years.  In 1905, the Ranum family moved to 

Manfred where they started farming. The Manfred School records list Clara 

and Gladys as students beginning in September 1905.  A new house and a 

big barn were built on their homestead in 1906.  In July of 1914, lightning 

set fire and burned their barn, which they had rebuilt in September.   
 

         Ole and Guri took an active part in Vang Lutheran Church.  With 

their new home completed, Guri was then able to take turns in hosting the 

Vang Ladies Aid Society in her home. They each held leadership positions 

at Vang: Ole as Treasurer for six years and later three terms as Deacon; 

and Guri in the Vang Ladies Aid as Treasurer two years, and one term 

each as President and Secretary.                Ole and Guri Ranum Family continued on page 5 

 

 

The Ole and Guri Ranum Family 
 

 
 

Ole and Guri Ranum, May 30, 1885 

on occasion of their wedding at Minneota, MN 

   

 
 

 
 

  c1910 
      From left: 

      Ole, Clara, 

      Gladys, Guri  

 
  c1900 
      Emil and   

      (Konrad) Oscar   

 

Barn built in 1914,  

replacing the 1906  

barn destroyed  

by fire 

 
 

 
 

         House built in 1906 

           
  

The house and barn  

built for Ole and 

Guri Ranum on their 

farmstead north 

of Manfred 
T-149, R-71, Section 22 
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Ole and Guri Ranum’s 1st child - George 

1    George and Inez  
          Ranum 
 
 

  

George and Inez Ranum            1958   

Ole and Guri Ranum  
 

Continuing from page 4 
 

         In addition to farming, Ole worked in various positions in Manfred.  
During 1905-1906, he served as grain buyer for the Ireys Elevator and in 1906 
became grain buyer for the Farmers Elevator.  Sadly, their son Oscar also died 
that same year.  The Manfred News entries from the Wells County Free Press 
indicate that in 1909 Ole became manager for the C. C. Melby general store, 
and in 1911 he returned to the Farmers Elevator as grain buyer. On January 3, 
1914, Ole became postmaster of the Manfred Post Office, at which time,  
he and Guri took up residency in Manfred during his years as postmaster.   
He continued in this position until January 30, 1921.  Through the years,  
he also filled in at the Farmers Elevator as needed.  He served on the school 
board as clerk, and in 1924 was elected as Treasurer of Manfred Township. 
 

         Though Ole experienced poor health in later years, he and Guri were 
blessed to celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary in 1935.  Ole died March 
30, 1938 at the home of his daughter Gladys Pfundheller at Sanish, where  
he and Guri had been visiting.  Pallbearers were Ole Onstad, Ole Rudi, Jens 
Renden, Halvor Olsen, Reier Riestad and Ingvald Ravnaas. Guri died soon 
after on October 22, 1938 at Manfred. Both are buried at the Vang Cemetery. 
 

  

   
       George                 Gladys                 Clara                   Emil 

 

The Children of Ole and Guri Ranum 
 

  
 

Ole and Guri Ranum in 1935 
on their 50 th wedding anniversary  

 
 

1  George Juel       1886-1959 
2  Konrad Oscar    1887-1906 
3  Emil Gerhard    1890-1973 
 

Ole and Guri Ranum’s 2nd child - Oscar 

2 (Konrad) Oscar Ranum 
         Oscar was born November 21, 1887 and died June 25, 1906 when he  
was 18½ years old.  He had been working at the Soo Line station at Carrington.   
An entry in the Wells County Free Press indicates he died as a result of 
tuberculosis of the brain, having been sick for only a week before he died. 
 

         George Juel Ranum was born March 15, 1886 at Ghent, MN.  In 1905, he and his 
parents and siblings settled near Manfred.  The newspaper entries indicate he was living  
in Fargo in 1907.  By 1911, he had moved to Revelstoke, British Columbia where he 
served as a train dispatcher, rules examiner and station agent for the Canadian Pacific 
Railroad.  It  was here that he met Inez Mitchell born August 3, 1894 in St. Thomas, 
Ontario, and they married in about 1910.  In 1916, they homesteaded at Van Hook, ND, 
and after proving up the homestead they moved to Raub for a t ime where George 
engaged in the banking business.  Later, they moved back to Van Hook where he 
operated a service station until his retirement in 1953.  During the last six years of his 
life, they lived at Vancouver, WA.   
 

         George died April 28, 1959 and is interred at Evergreen Memorial Gardens in 
Vancouver, WA.  Inez later married George W. Acock.  She died March 17, 1970 in 
Portland, OR and is interred at Evergreen Memorial Gardens in Vancouver, WA.  
 

         Two children were born to George and Inez:  1 Gordon married Jean Lockrem  
and they had three children: 1Roger; 2Virginia married Robert Studebaker and they  
had three children Richard, Deborah and Michael; and 3George.  2 June married  
Lester Beekman and they had two children: 1Ricky and 2Carmen. 
 

 

4  Ida Rosetta      1892-1895 
5  Clara Jeanette    1894-1986
6  Gladys Oline     1899-1974 
 

Ole and Guri Ranum’s 4 th child - Ida 

4  Ida Ranum 
         Ida was born February 25, 1892 
and died October 9, 1895 at 3½ years 
of age when the family lived near 
Cottonwood, MN  

 

 1957 
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  Ole and Guri Ranum’s 3rd child - Emil  

3  Emil and Katie Ranum Family 
 

 

 

 

         Emil Gerhard (E. G.) Ranum was born in Ghent, Lyon County, Minnesota, January 3, 1890.  His parents, Ole and Guri 

Ranum, moved to North Dakota about 1900, living first at Voltaire, ND where his father Ole served as postmaster and in 1905 the 

family settled at Manfred, ND.  Emil graduated from 8
th
 grade at Manfred and then apprenticed to a tinsmith. The Feb 28 and Mar 6, 

1908 entries in the Manfred News of the Wells County Free Press indicate that Emil was serving as a rural mail route driver at that 

time. A Nov 6, 1908 entry tells of a trip he took to Canada, “Emil Ranum, Oscar Melby and Ole Lysaker caught the Canada fever 

and made a hurried trip to file on land.”   
 

       His future began taking shape in 1909 as recorded in a May 7
th

 entry, “Mads Nertrost and Emil Ranum returned from Fargo 

where they have taken a course at a business college.” (Aakers Business College in Fargo)  He was soon hired by brothers Will and 

Ted Lierbo to work at their bank in Turtle Lake, ND as indicated in a Dec 30, 1909 entry, “Emil Ranum, the smiling banker of 

Turtle Lake, is spending his Christmas vacation with his parents.  Emil once remarked that he, at one time, intended entering the 

undertaking profession, but on serious sober thought aided and abetted by a series of grave reflections, he was afraid that his smile, 

which can’t come off, would be misunderstood.”  (As penned by the colorful Manfred News writer Sven Grane.) 
 

       Emil met Katie (Kate) Amelia Babcock at Turtle Lake. She was born in Richland County, Iowa, January 1, 1893. Her parents 

moved to Flandreau, South Dakota when she was an infant, and in 1903 moved to Turtle Lake.  From Katie’s August 24, 1909 

diary entry she wrote, “Met Mr. Renum and Dr. Paulson.”, and the August 29
th
 entry reads, “Windy today. I went to church and 

Sunday school. After dinner, Hazel Lattin and Emil Rennum came after me and I went to play tennis. We walked up to West’s for 

Maud.  I went to church in evening.”  In 1911, Emil and Katie rode the train to Carrington and were married by the Methodist 

minister there.  Emil and Katie’s first child, Emil Gerald, was born later that same year in Turtle Lake.   
 

       Emil and Katie Ranum moved to Mountrail County in 1915, before the Van Hook town site was established and the lots sold.  

Their first living quarters were in a small frame building which was also temporary quarters for the First National Bank, which he 

established and became its Executive Vice-President.  When the town lots were sold, they purchased property for the bank and also 

for their home. At the organizational meeting of the Van Hook village board, August 25, 1915, Emil was elected president of the board, 

Van Hook’s first mayor.  Seven more children were born to them while they lived in Van Hook: Muriel 1916, Verna 1918, Jean 1920, 

Donna 1922, Jim 1925, Dick 1927 and Kathy 1935.  They built the family home in 1919. Emil became a successful business man, and 

also acquired farmland.  He served on the school board for many years and was interested in other civic and business organizations.  

Katie was a member of the Ladies Civic league, the Homemakers Club and the WCTU.  The center of their activities was the Church 

of the Nazarene of which they were charter members.  The first services of the church were held in the Ranum home. 
 

       In 1930, Emil opened an International Harvester agency.  The stock market ‘crash’ of 1929 had almost no immediate impact  

on rural ND, but as time passed the economy of the entire country ground nearly to a halt.  The great depression, coupled with  

a severe drought on the Great Plains during the ‘dirty thirties’ affected everyone.  The First National Bank, along with many other 

area banks, failed in August 1931. Emil and Katie held out until 1937, and then Emil took a job with the Bank of North Dakota and 

moved the family to Bismarck, less Gerald and Muriel who had married.  He accepted a new territory the next year and the family 

moved again, to Valley City.  He resigned after a few years and established an insurance and real estate business which he continued 

into the 1960s.  He was a member of the Valley City Kiwanis Club. Katie died March 31, 1973 and Emil died July 8
th

 of that same 

year.  Services were held at the Church of the Nazarene, and both are buried in Memory Gardens east of Valley City, ND. 

 

 

 
 

Emil and Katie Ranum in 1911 

 

 

 

 
From left:  Emil and Katie Ranum Family  

        Dick, Muriel, Donna, Gerald, Katie,  

            Kathy, Emil, Verna, Jean, Jim 

                                                                

 

 
 

 

 

 

                                  
Emil and Katie Ranum 

 

 

 

 

 
Mid 1940s 
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Descendants of Emil and Katie Ranum 
 

 
 

On the occasion of the 50
th
 Wedding Anniversary of Emil and Katie Ranum 

This remarkable photo was taken in 1961 on the front porch and steps of Emil and Katie’s home in Valley City, ND 
 

Beginning from the top left row (Children of Emil and Katie’s noted with green numeral): 
 

#1: 5Donna and Bill Butler, Esther and 1Gerald Ranum, 3Verna and Bob Newcomb, Dee and 7Dick Ranum, Hovey Simon 

#2: Muriel and 6Jim Ranum, Katie and Emil Ranum, 2Muriel and John Monroe, 4Jean Simon, 8Kathy Bauder holding Kevin 

#3: Neil Ranum, Loree Newcomb Reck, Mike Ranum, Gail Ranum Bottleson, Jim Monroe, Lynne Ranum, Donald Ranum 

#4: Donna Simon Ray, Linda Monroe Ford, Nancy Ranum Berglund, Rick Butler, Bob Newcomb, Cyndi Ranum Hansen 

#5: Debbie Ranum Van Hal holding Chuck Ranum, Darrell Ranum, Kathy Ranum Speicher, Jean Butler Apple,  

      Shelley Ranum Schilken, Bruce Ranum, Becky Butler Treptow 

#6: Barb Butler Segal, Denise Bauder Lundy, Carol Butler, Marcia Ranum Nelson, Clarke Ranum, Ron Simon, Randy Simon 
 

Grandchildren of Emil and Katie not yet born at time of this photo: Derek Bauder and Melissa Bauder 
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Descendant Listing of Emil and Katie Ranum 
                Listing compiled in connection with the Ranum Annual produced each year by  Linda Ford 
 
1 (Emil) Gerald Ranum was born in 1911 at Turtle Lake, ND married in 1935 to Esther Shobe born in 1911. Gerald died in 1978 and Esther in 1999.  They  had 9 children: 
     1Keith married Orel Larson and they  have two children: Stacey  married Andrew ‘Ace’ Allgood and they  have a daughter Lila; and Gregory  married Sondra Bullard  
       and they  had two children Avery  and Bennett.   
     2Donald married Cecelia Deichert and they  have three children: Suzanne married David Mohney  and they  had a daughter (Dorothy) Tara, and later Suzanne married  
       William Bry an; Carrie married Greg Odden and later married Marty  Knudson and they  have three children Tyrone, Chery l, and Timothy ; Curtis married Colleen  
       McCartney  and they  have a son Owan.   
     3Michael married Carol Reimers and they  have two children: Andrew; and Mark married Elizabeth Riutzel and they  have three children Noah, Hannah, and Natalie.  
       Carol died in 1986.  Michael later married Sandra Opsta. 
     4Gail married Lantz Bottleson and they  have two children: Rebecca ‘Becky ’ married Gregory  Marischen and they  have three children Jacob, Adam, and Joseph;  
       Hollis married Sara Thalacker and they  had a daughter Abigail ‘Abby .’ 
     5Ly nn married Sharon Farber and they  have two children: Ann married Casey  Banks and they  have three children Noah, Adia, and Amelie; Patrick married Rhonda  
       and they  have two children Ray nor and Gracie.  
     6Neil married Joanne Weihemuller and they  have two children: Julie married John Owens and they  have two children Emily  and Elizabeth; Jennifer married Mark  
       Hilgers and they  have two children Megan and Erin. 
     7Nancy  married Almit Berglund and they  have two children: Sarah; and Scott married Stephanie Goodrich and they  have a daughter Sophie.   
     8Shelley  married Jay  Schilken and they  have two children: Matthew married Alma Lopez; and Kimberly  married Dan Sanborn. 
     9Clarke married Betty  Schnell and they  have three children: Joshua married Carrie Jacobson; Steven; and Timothy . 
 

2 Muriel Katherine Ranum Monroe born in 1916 at Mpls, MN married in 1936 to John Monroe born in 1914. Muriel died in 1986 and John in 2005. They had 3  children: 
     1(John) Curtis married Sharon Crevoisier and they  have three children: Scott married Judith Stockton and they have two children Phillip and Deidre; Gay le; and Robert.   
     2James married Janet Shafer and they  have two children: Jeffrey  married Ronda Ny strom and they  have three children Jeffrey , Jonathan, and Ryan; Jay  married  
       Melissa Moore and they  have two children Jason and Jacob.   
     3Linda married Delbert Ford and they  have two children: Shawn married Christy  Busch and they  have three children Ian, Edie, and Eden; Kristi married Jeromey   
       Sisk and they  have a daughter Hailly . 
 

3 Verna Rose Ranum Newcomb born in 1918 at Van Hook, ND married in 1942 to Robert Newcomb born in 1912.  Robert died in 2005.  They had two children:  
     1Loree married William Reck and they  have four children: Samuel married Kristell Prongua and they  have two children Loree and Evely n; Peter; Elizabeth;  
       and Matthew. 
     2Robert married Linda Anderson and they  have two children: Brian married Nicole and they  have two children Jaely n and Ty ; and Daniel. 
 

4 Jean Lorraine Ranum Simon born in 1920 at Van Hook, ND married in 1941 to Hovey  Simon born in 1921. Hovey died in 1991 and Jean in 1993. They  had 4 children: 
     1Larry  married Virginia ‘Ginger’ Polito and they  have two children: Larry  married Laura Ry an and they  have two children Larry  ‘Trey ’ and Ryan; and Stephen  
       married Katrina ‘Missy ’ Monte and they  have two children Anthony  and Stephen.  
     2Donna married Wallace Kitchens and they  had two children: Kimberly  married Wes Manley  and they  had two children: Nicholas married Brooks Ray , and Sophia;  
       Tracy  married Troy  Blanchard and they  have a son Jackson.  Donna later married Walter ‘Raymond’ Shirley . 
     3Ronald married Alexia Austin and they  had a son Austin.  Ronald later married Judy . 
     4Randall married Natalie Melancon and they  had five children: Randi has a daughter Sage; Charlie; Grant; Luke; and Kevin.  Randall died in 2002. 
 

5 Donna Laura Ranum Butler born in 1922 at Van Hook, ND married in 1949 to William Butler born in 1923.  They  had five children.  William died in 1992.  
    Donna later married Lee Rodefer. 
     1Jean married Joseph Apple and they  have two children: Jason married Stacie Grosswiler and they  have two children Lily  and Sophia; and Jennefer married Blake  
       Robinson and they  have a son William. 
     2Richard married Carrie Collin and they  had one daughter Kristi married Thomas Czapiewski, Jr. and they  have two children Delaney  and Aubrey .  Richard later  
       married Cindy  Draves and they  had three children: Katie; Kacie had a child Gabriel and later married Martin Acuna and they  had a child Anale; and Kelsie. 
     3Rebecca married Thomas Treptow and they  have three children: Timothy ; Andrew; and Amanda. 
     4Carol married Steven Clapick and they  had two children: Justin; and Alise. 
     5Barbara married Rafi Segal and they  have two children: Atalia; and Gidon. 
 

6 James Hiram Ranum born in 1925 at Van Hook, ND married in 1948 to Muriel Bowerman born in 1929.  James died in 2001.  They  had three children: 
     1Kathleen married David Speicher and they  have four children: Douglas married Angela Zuercher and they  have two children Alexis and Shirley  ‘Madison;’  
       Andrew married Jill Wilkinson and they  have a child Hadley ; Philip married Brie Vieth; Marcia married Dorzell King, Jr. and they  have a child Dorzell. 
     2Darrell married Barbara Schnitzer and they  have three children: Katherine ‘Katie’; Curtis; and Kevin. 
     3Marcia married Dean Nelson and they  have two children: Blake; and Vanessa. 
 

7 Richard ‘Dick’ Wayne Ranum born in 1927 at Van Hook, ND married in 1945 to Dolores ‘Dee’ Christopher born in 1929.  They  have five children: 
     1Michael married Patricia Walters and they  had two children: Michelle married James Solie and later married David Armold; and Kate married Joseph Wenc  
       and they  have two children Stefan and Isaac.  Michael later married Chery l Gunderson and they  have two children: Jessica; and Ellie. 
     2Cy nthia married Donald Weiss and they  had three children: Wendy  married Don Voeller and they  had one child Koby ; Thomas married Jeanette Labaw  
       and they  have three children Shane, Calvin, and Ashley ; and Christopher.  Cy nthia later married James Hansen. 
     3Debra married Dennis White and they  had three children: Jackie married Mike Olstad and they  have three children Jade, Hunter, and Macy ; Jeffrey  married  
       Andrea Schmitz; Jennifer married Jeremy  Kliniske.  Debra later married Timothy  Van Hal. 
     4Bruce married Bonnie Maureen and they  have five children: Sarah married Cory  Ravnaas; Amy  married Carl Martineck and they  have a daughter Abigail;  
       Jordan; Mark; and Craig. 
     5Charles married Wendy  Broadwell and they  have three children: Christopher; Alicia; and Cody . 
 

8 Kathleen Joan Ranum Bauder born in 1935 at Van Hook, ND married in 1955 to Way ne Bauder born in 1935.  They  have four children: 
     1Denise married David Lundy  and they  have a son Christopher.  
     2Kevin married Peggy  Whaley  and they  have three children: Katy  married Tony  Soderberg, Emily , and Reid.  
     3Derek married Cy nthia O’Neill and they  have three children: Ian, Caitlin, and Briana.  
     4Melissa married James Oliviero and they  had two children: Evalena’Lena’ married Erick Tay lor, and Alexander.  Melissa later married Garret Hodges. 
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                                                                                                                

                           The Gladheim farming operation in ND   
 

Top right: A rare photo of a horse-drawn wagon serving to haul the grain.  

Spouts of separator are visible, one for the grain and one for the straw. 

Bottom:    Bundle wagons along each side of separator, being unloaded  

into it to thresh the grain separating it from the straw and chaff. 
 

 

       

 

 

 

       Clara Jeanette Ranum was born May 23, 1894 in Cottonwood, Lyon Co. MN, the 5
th
 of 6 children to Ole J. and Guri K. 

(Melby) Ranum.  Clara's family traveled from MN to ND, living in several places before settling at Manfred in 1905.  She 

attended Manfred School and in 1909 was confirmed in the Lutheran faith at Vang Church in Manfred.   The young adults 

were encouraged to acquire land, and Clara did so when land became available in Mountrail County, ND.  Manfred News 

entry in the Wells County Free Press October 28, 1915 relates, “Miss Clara Ranum, Miss Mary Hovey, Miss Gena Roble  

and Miss Emma Opdahl, departed for Minot where they all will draw a number on the reservation land.”   
 

       About that time, Clara met Ole Gladheim when he came to Manfred to visit his aunt (his father’s sister), Anna 

(Stokkebryn) Melby, wife of Christen Christenson (C. C.) Melby. Ole and Clara shared a common linage in that their 

paternal grandfathers’ were brothers.  Ole’s grandfather, Ole Olson Ranum/Stokkebryn born 1811 was the oldest in the 

family, and Clara’s grandfather, Juel Olson Ranum/Stokkebryn born 1835 was the youngest, born to Ole Olson 

Ranum/Stokkebryn born 1787 and Ingri Gundersdotter Bjorgum.   
 

   Ole Bernhard Gladheim was born on July 18, 1895 in Oystre Slidre, Valdres, Norway (see map page 3), on Stokkebryn, 

a farm owned by his parents, Ole O. Stokkebryn and his wife Barbro O. Gladheim.  Barbro died soon after childbirth and 

young Ole was raised by his mother's parents, Ole and Marit Gladheim, on the Gladheim farm.   Ole took the name 

Gladheim and, at age 16, sailed to the US on the Lusitania, landing in NY on March 15, 1912 with friends Nils Jorstad who 

took a farm at Manfred, and Halvord Haganes.  Ole brought with him a small wooden trunk inscribed with the name of his 

grandfather, Ole Gladheim, and the date 1870, which continues to be passed down through the generations.   
 

       On March 8, 1916, Ole Gladheim and Clara Ranum were at Minot.   Shortly after this, Ole and Clara moved to Sanish, 

ND in Big Bend Township where they homesteaded a farm on the cliffs overlooking the Missouri River to the west. Born to 

them were eight children: Bernice, Mildred, Gerda, Doris, Ordean, twins Cora and Ora, and Carol.  As in Manfred, the area 

around Sanish and Van Hook had many other families related to Clara, including her brother and sister's families.  But the 

1930's were not good for the Gladheim family there, and they moved back to Manfred where they took on farming the farm 

of Clara’s parents (see map, house and barn pictured on page 4).   
 

       The Gladheim family became active in the Manfred community and organizations. They became members of Vang Church 

in 1936. Ole served as Treasurer for six years, Clara served as Vang Ladies Aid Vice President two terms.  Their children 

confirmed at Vang Church were Gerda in 1935, Doris in 1938, Ordeen in 1940, twins Cora and Ora in 1943, and Carol in 1947.     

They were active in Fagerlund Sons of Norway Lodge where Ole was known for his skill in performing the spring dance,  

a difficult dance of unusual rhythm which he had learned in Norway. Mrs. Oscar (Bertha) Melby had also learned this dance 

in Norway during her youth and often served as partner for Ole or for Even Ostrem who could also do the spring dance. 

Ole died October 30, 1952, killed in an auto accident while traveling in Montana.  After his death, Clara sold the farm to her 

oldest daughter Bernice and her husband, Vern Nelson.  Clara lived in Minot for many years before relocating to Vancouver, 

WA to live with her daughters there.  Clara died February 15, 1986.  Both Ole and Clara are laid to rest in the Vang Lutheran 

Cemetery in Manfred, just a short walk south from their farm. 

 

 

Ole and Guri Ranum’s 5rd child - Clara  

5   Ole and Clara Gladheim Family 
 

 

 

  
 

 

 

Gladheim Farm  

in Norway 
 

 
 

 High mountain  

     summer pasture  

     farm 
 

The homestead of  

Ole’s grandparents  

where he grew up    
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Bernice and Vern in 1950 with their children 

Warren, Owen, Robert, Vernon, George 

Not yet born: Curtis and Pamela 

 

 
 

 
 

On Ole and Clara Gladheim’s 30th Wedding Anniversary in 1946 

From left standing:    Mildred, Gerda, Ora, Ordean, Cora, Doris, Bernice 

                                                   Seated:    Ole, Carol, Clara 

 

 
Members of the Vern and Bernice Nelson Family together at Manfred in 2006 

Back:   Siblings - Bob, George, Curtis, Vernon, Warren, Pam 

Front:     Some of the family - Jess, Jordan, Josh, Kaitlyn, Brittany, and Lloyd 

                                  

 

 
  2 Mildred 

 
 

    
 

Olaf and Mildred Nelson 

1941 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

   1 Bernice 
 
 

 
 

Vern and Bernice Nelson      1941 

 

 

 

Descendants of Ole and Clara Gladheim 
 

1 Bernice Gladheim Nelson  
       Bernice was born in 1916.  She married at San 

Francisco, CA in 1941 to Vern Nelson born in 1913 at 

Tolley, ND.  Prior to WWII, Bernice’s sister, Mildred had 

gone out to San Francisco, CA to work, after which time 

Bernice joined her to work there also.  Bernice and Vern 

had been acquainted in ND.  Vern also came out to San 

Francisco to work, and there Bernice and Vern were married.  

While in CA, Vern went to carpenter school and worked 

as a carpenter for a short time until WWII began.  Vern 

and Bernice then moved back to ND and began farming 

on Ole and Guri Ranum’s homestead - the farm of her 

parents, just north of Manfred. (See map, house, and barn page 4).   

Bernice died in 1970, and Vern in 1996.  

       Vern and Bernice had seven children:  

1 Vernon married Rita Parker and they have two children: 

Anthony ‘Tony,’ and Ronald ‘Ron.’  2 Warren married 

Kathy, and later married Jenny.  He has two children: 

Sherrall, and Dennis.  3 Robert ‘Bob’ married Ardis 

‘Ardy’ Moe and they have two children: Jeffrey, and 

Jennifer, and also two grandchildren Jessica and Jordan.   

4 George married Judy Martin and they have two children: 

Dion, and Melissa married Fred Schumaker and they have 

two children Kailyn and Josh. 5 Owen married Renae and 

they had a daughter Joy.  Owen died in 1988.  6 Curtis 

married Rita Ebeck and they have a daughter Brittany.   

1 Pamela married Larry Norstedt and they had a son Lloyd. 
 

2 Mildred Gladheim Nelson 
       Mildred was born in 1918. Her family moved to 

Manfred in 1934.  In 1936, she began teacher’s training  

in Minot. In 1939, she met Olaf Conrad Nelson at Manfred. 

He was born in 1911 to Herbert and Marget Nelson. Marget 

had grown up near the Gladheim farm in Norway.  Herbert 

was employed as a RR track foreman in Manfred for a few 

years.  Olaf chose the US Marine Corps for his career, 

enlisting in 1930. Mildred and Olaf eloped to Yuma, AZ  

on July 5, 1941. During WWII, Olaf first served as a boot 

camp and rifle instructor, and in 1943 entered combat in the 

Pacific. Mildred and their new son Conrad (Sonny) lived 

with her parents in Manfred for the duration of the war.  

While at Manfred, Mildred filled in as a teacher for a year. 

Upon Olaf’s return, three more children were born.  Olaf 

continued with the Marines and Mildred raised their family.  

By 1951, they were stationed in Camp Pendleton, CA. He 

retired there in 1960. In 1962, Olaf died during surgery,  

one year after their son Conrad had died.   Mildred moved 

to Minot, ND in 1963 with her three remaining children  

and restarted her teaching career. She died in 1978.    

       Born to Mildred and Olaf were four children:  

1 Conrad died in 1961.  2 Judy married Don Grasmick and 

they had two children: Sandy and Brian. Judy died in 

1999.  3 Elaine married Ray Homan and they have a son 

Michael.  4 Gary married Lenny Roston and has several 

step-children and grandchildren.   
 

                                     Ole and Clara Gladheim’s children continued on page 11 

 

 

 

 
                                 
             Taken at the   

             time Mildred  

             was teaching  

             school at   

             Manfred c1944 

 

 

 

 

 
 Children of 

 Olaf and Mildred  

 Nelson   1960  
 

 From left: 

 Conrad, Gary,  

 Judy, Elaine 
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6 Cora 

 
 

Cora and Bob Solberg                1952 

 

7 Ora 

 
 

  Ora and Del Johnston        1950 

 

 

4 Doris 

 
 

Doris and Charles Lippelgoos 

Bonnie, Doris holding Mickey, Butch, Chuck holding Dennis 
 

 
 
Ordean and Kathryn Gladheim Family 

Kathryn, Daryl, Marla, Diane, Ordean, Linda 
 

 
 

 

8 Carol 

 
 

Carol and Bill Weymouth 

 

 
 

Gerda and Clara holding  

the twins, Cora and Ora     1932 

 

 
 

Gerda while serving 

in the Army 

 

Ole and Clara Gladheim’s children continued from page 10 
 

3 Gerda Gladheim Berky 
       Gerda was born in.1921.  She and her family moved to 

Manfred in 1934, where she and her younger siblings took their 

schooling.  Gerda married Gordon Berky.  She served in the 

Army during WW II, and died in 1961.  Born to Gerda and 

Gordon were two children: Kathryn, and Linda.  
 

4 Doris Gladheim Lippelgoos 
        Doris was born in 1924, and married Charles (Chuck) 

Lippelgoos in 1945 at San Diego where Chuck was stationed 

while in the Navy.  Five children were born to them: Bonnie, 

Charles (Butch), Dennis, Mickey, and Rich.  The family resided 

in Vancouver, WA where Chuck worked at Alcoa for many 

years.  Chuck died in 1993.  Their son Dennis died in 1998.  

Doris continues to live in Vancouver with several of her children 

and grandchildren nearby. 
 

5 Ordean Gladheim 
       Ordean was born in 1926.  He and Kathryn Strauss were 

married in 1947 and lived several years in Butte, ND where they 

raised four children.  They later moved to Vancouver, WA 

where they continued to live.  Children born to them were Linda, 

Daryl, Diane and Marla.  Ordean passed away in 2003.  Katy 

still lives in Vancouver with many of her children and 

grandchildren nearby. 
 

6 Cora Gladheim Solberg Mauk 
       Cora was born in 1931, a twin to Ora.  She and Robert 

(Bob) Solberg married in 1952 at Manfred, ND. They farmed 

north of Minot where they raised five children: Keith, Pamela, 

Kevin, Larry and Carla.  In the late 1960’s, they moved south for 

employment in the oil fields of New Mexico and Texas.  Their 

son Keith returned to ND soon after and lives in Minot. Pamela 

married raised two children and lives in Missouri.  Larry and 

sister Carla both live in the Hobbs, NM area.  Kevin passed away 

in 1999.  Bob Solberg died in 1974 in NM.  Cora married Rue 

Mauk in 1976. She died in 1996. Rue Mauk now lives in NM. 
 

7 Ora Gladheim Johnston Thompson 
       Ora was born in 1931, a twin to Cora.  She and Del Johnston 

married at Manfred in 1950.  They lived in Glenburn, ND were 

they raised three children; Vicki, Debbie, and Scott.  Del worked 

in the nearby oil fields, as well together with farming.  About 1968, 

they moved to WY, NM and TX for work in the oil business.  Vicki 

remained in ND to finish school, and then enlisted with the Army.  

Vicki raised a daughter from her first marriage and later had a son 

from her second marriage to Emon Olson. They live in Spokane, 

WA.  Debbie married and had one son and now lives in northern 

Idaho.  Their brother Scott died in an accident at an oil field in 

WY in 1980.  Del Johnston died in 1989, and Ora died in 1999. 
 

8 Carol Gladheim Weymouth 
       Carol was born in 1933.  She and William (Bill) Weymouth 

were married at Seattle WA in 1958.  They had four children; 

David, Timothy, Curtis and Michael.  Bill was employed in 

banking and the Weymouth family moved to several locations in 

WA.  Today, Carol and Bill live in CA and WA and enjoy their 

sons’ families.     
 

 

  
Gerda’s daughters 

Linda and Kathryn 

5 Ordean 
 

                

              Ordean and Kathryn 

                       Gladheim  1947  

  3 Gerda 
 

  
Gerda Gladheim 
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Ole and Guri Ranum’s 6th Child - Gladys  

6  Raymond and Gladys Pfundheller Family 

  
   

   Raymond and Gladys Pfundheller 

 
  Raymond and Gladys Pfundheller Family  

  continued on page 13 

 

  
  

From left:           The Pfundheller Family 

Phyllis, Hillard, Gladys, Raymond, Lois 

 

 
 

Raymond and Gladys Pfundheller 

upon the occasion of their wedding in 1920 

 

        Gladys Oline Ranum was born June 11, 1899 at Madison, MN.   In sharing about her life, she wrote that when she was 

a year old her parents moved to Voltaire, ND.  The family lived there until she was six years old, at which time they moved 

to Manfred.  Gladys attended Manfred grade school and in 1913 was confirmed in the Lutheran faith at Vang Church. The 

1913-1914 Manfred News relates that she then went to school at Turtle Lake where her older brother Emil lived, and by 1917 

she was attending school at Fessenden.  She graduated from there, after which time she taught three years of country school. 

She taught two years at Big Bend School south of present-day Sanish near Grand Valley Church in Mountrail County where 

she boarded with the Tommerdahl family and later stayed with her sister Clara, and then taught one year at Powers Lake, ND.  
 

         Gladys met Raymond Pfundheller while teaching at Big Bend School, and on December 29, 1920 they married at 

Manfred.  Raymond was born January 5, 1896 at Fontanelle, Iowa. The Pfundheller family moved to Van Hook, ND in 1913 

and began farming.  Later, Raymond acquired his own farm 1½ miles north of Grand Valley Church.  In addition to farming, 

he also worked for the Soil Conservation Office and for the elevator in New Town.  He and Gladys farmed until 1953 when 

they moved to New Town. Raymond enjoyed the hobby of working with leather.  Gladys enjoyed crocheting and embroidery 

work, and was active in Homemakers Club and the Ladies Aid. Gladys died on May 31, 1974 and Raymond on June 19, 1987, 

both passing away at New Town, ND.  They are buried at Grand Valley Lutheran Cemetery south of Sanish, ND. 
 

         Three children were born to Raymond and Gladys: Phyllis in 1922, Hillard in 1927 and Lois in 1929. Phyllis married Adolph 

Ritzke.  They farmed near Van Hook, and later moved to New Town.  Adolph then worked for the Farmer’s Union service station, 

and Phyllis worked for the New Town School system in the kitchen.  Adolph died in 1974 when he was only 51 years old, and 

Phyllis died in 2007.  Phyllis and Adolph had two children, Cheryl and Lynda. 1 Cheryl married Bert Holcomb and they have three 

children 1Douglas married Shannon Murphy and they have two children Braden and Ethan, 2Chad married Meredith Christie and 

they have two children Lauren and Matthew, 3Ryan married Natalie Scheirmann. 2 Lynda married Willis Bancroft and they had two 

children 1Dean married Angela Ruff and they have two children Benjamin and Elizabeth, 2Nicole married Tim Quandt, and later 

married Ian Mills and they have a son Macalister. Lynda later married Walter Ouradnik, and to them was born a daughter Rachelle. 
 

         Hillard married Maxine Ove.  They farmed near Van Hook and later south of Sanish.  In 1964, they moved to St. Ignacious, 

MT where they ranched and later moved to other locations.  They settled at Post Falls, ID where Hillard engaged in carpentry.  

Four children were born to them, Brent, Jackolyn, Bradley, and Cyndie.  1 Brent married Beverly and they had three children 

1Kyle, 2Ty has one child Sunny, and 3Katie Ann.  Brent later married Janice Brown.  Her children are Katie Jo, Kari and Kelly.   

2 Jackolyn married Richard Pogue and they had two children 1Cory married Julie Miller and they adopted Lizzie, and 2Scott 

married Abby Arildson.  Jackolyn later married Frank Kucera.  3 Bradley had three children 1Brandie married Cameron Bishop 

and they have two children Hailee and Deven, 2Ryan married Kendra and they have three children Devin, Dylan and Brayden.  

Bradley later married Valda Wilson.  4 Cyndie married Thomas Johnson and they had three children 1Desiree married Cameron 

Barclift, 2Aubree, and 3Jordan.  Thomas died in 2007 and Jordan in 2006.  
 

         Lois married Adrian Estvold.  They made their home at the farm of Adrian’s parents for two years before moving to Stanley 

where they lived for two years.  In 1953, they moved to their farm south of Sanish.  In addition to farming, Adrian worked for the 

ASCS office for 20 years measuring fields, as supervisor, as County Committeeman, and then as County Executive Director for 

Mountrail County.  Lois and Adrian were active members of Grand Valley Lutheran Church, and Adrian served on the New Town 

Nursing Home Board.  They enjoyed playing cards, dancing, friends and family.  They moved to Minot in 2002, but continued to 

assist their son in the farming. Adrian died in 2007.  Lois and Adrian had four children 1 Alan married Paulette Anton and they 

have two children 1Amy married Jason Metz and they have twin daughters Olivia and Sophia, and 2Adam married Kristen Wendling 

and they have a daughter Rachel.  2 Nancy married Lonny Hagen and they have two children 1Stacey, and  2Kristin married Eric 

Jaeger.  3 Bruce of Rawlins, WY.  4 Scott of Firth, NE. 
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 Daughter - Phyllis 

 
 

Adolph and Phyllis Ritzke 

 
 

 
 

From left:                    Wedding of granddaughter of Adrian and Lois Estvold, Kristin Hagen to Eric Jaeger 
 

Jason Metz holding Sophia and Amy Metz holding Olivia, Kristen and Adam Estvold, Stacey Hagen, Nancy and Lonny 

Hagen, Kristin and Eric Jaeger, Scott Estvold, Lois and Adrian Estvold, Paulette and Alan Estvold, Bruce Estvold 

 

 
 

From left back:     

Phyllis Ritzke and family      
 

Dean Bancroft  

Douglas Holcomb  

Lynda Ouradnik 

Phyllis Ritzke 

Cheryl Holcomb  

Walter Ouradnik  

Bert Holcomb 

Nicole Mills 

Chad Holcomb  

Ryan Homcomb 

Rachelle Ouradnik    

 

 

Son - Hillard 

       
 

  Hillard and Maxine Pfundheller 

  
 

     Hillard and Maxine  

           Pfundheller 
 

From left: 

      Pfundheller Family 

   Brent, Hillard, Cyndie,    

  Jackie, Maxine, Bradley 
 

 

Daughter - Lois 

  
 

       Adrian and Lois Estvold 

 
Lois and Adrian 

Estvold seated, 

with their children 

from left back- 

Bruce, Nancy, 

Alan, Scott 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ranum History Acknowledgements 
 

    Members of the Ranum Family especially Gail Bottleson, Lois Estvold, Linda Ford, Elaine Homan, Pamela Norstedt, Linda Ouradnik, 

Keith Ranum.  Visits with Esther Ranum.  The Manfred News of the Wells County Free Press.  Genealogy, news articles and history 

narratives from Ranum family.  Audrey Solheim- Manfred historian and genealogist, Wanda Melchert, Manfred Newsletter editor. 
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Descendants of Raymond and Gladys Pfundheller 

 

2004 

 c1990 

1945 1947 1948 

2003 

c1968 
   2003 


